Cefotaxime versus ampicillin, methicillin and netilmicin in combination for treatment of febrile episodes in patients with haematologic malignancy.
A prospective, randomized trial comparing treatment of 61 febrile episodes with cefotaxime (CTX) versus a combination of ampicillin, methicillin, and netilmicin (AMN) was carried out in 58 patients with leukaemia or malignant lymphoma, of whom 28 had a granulocyte count of less than or equal to 500 X 10(6)/l. The overall response frequency was 63% for CTX against 49% for the AMN combination, the latter figure being lower than generally reported in the literature. The difference was not statistically significant. In 21 episodes pathogens were isolated, 16 of them from the blood. All isolated bacteria but one, a strain of Bacteroides fragilis, were fully sensitive to at least one of the three antibiotics in the combination, and all but one, a strain of Listeria monocytogenes, were fully sensitive to CTX. These results indicate that CTX seems to be a promising alternative as monotherapy for empiric treatment of febrile episodes in patients with haematologic malignancies. Further investigations will, however, be required before completely rational choices between mono and combination therapy of febrile episodes in immunosuppressed patients can be made.